
T h e D ire ct O b je ct P a rtic le - ת אֵ

A d ire ct o b je ct is th e th in g in a se n te n ce th a t th e su b je ct is d o in g th e

v e rb to . F o r e x a m p le :

S u e an d L ou g u ard ed th e h ou se .

"S u e a n d L o u " co m p rise th e su b je ct o f th is se n te n ce , th e v e rb is

"g u a rd e d " a n d th e d ire ct o b je ct is "th e h o u se ."

I n H e b re w , th e se n te n ce w o u ld re a d :

לוּוּׂש רוּוְ ׁשמְ תָ ת׃אֵ יִ בַּ הַ

T h e p a rtic le ת" אֵ " te lls u s th a t ת" יִ בַּ הַ " is th e su b je ct o f th e se n te n ce .

T h is is n e ce ssa ry b e ca u se h e b re w d o e s n o t n e ce ssa rily re ly o n w o rd

o rd e r to te ll u s w h a t p a rt o f sp e e ch so m e th in g is. C o n sid e r th is

se n te n ce , w h ich is m o re ty p ica l o f H e b re w w o rd o rd e r :

ׁש רָ רמַ עָ נָּ ת׃הַ יִ בַּ הַ

I s th e y o u n g m a n p ro te cte d fro m th e e le m e n ts b y th e h o u se ? O r is

th e h o u se p ro te cte d fro m in tru d e rs b y th e y o u n g m a n ? T h is se n te n ce

g iv e s u s n o m e a n s o f d isce rn in g th e co rre ct in te rp re ta tio n . T h is w h y

תא is so im p o rta n t. I t re m o v e s th e a m b ig u ity :



ׁש רָ רמַ עָ נָּ תהַ ת׃אֵ יִ בַּ הַ

N o w w e kn o w th e h o u se is b e in g g u a rd e d b y th e y o u n g m a n .

M a q q e f a n d את

M a q q e f is a p u n ctu a tio n m a rk th a t jo in s tw o clo se ly re la te d w o rd s.

W e m o stly fin d it jo in in g ת אֵ to th e w o rd it is m o d ify in g :

תבְּ ׁשי ִ ארֵ רַ םבָּ י הִ ֹל םאֵ יִ מַ ׁשּ ָ הַ ־ ת ץ׃אֶ רֶ אָ הַ ־ ת אֶ וְ

N o te th a t w h e n ת אֵ is jo in e d to a n o th e r w o rd w ith th e m a q q e f, its

tse re is sh o rte n e d to a se g o l.

Fu n Fact:

In th e Z oh ar , את receiv es som e stran ge treatm en t. S in ce it con ta in s th e f ir st an d last letters of th e

A lef -B et it is sa id to en com pass a ll of div in e speech an d is equ ated with th e th e Sh ekh in ah , th e

fem in in e aspec t of th e D iv in e. Th u s wh en A dam departs E den , R abb i E l'azar proposes th at in th e

ph rase שׁ רֶ גָ םוַיְ דָ אָ הָ אֶת־ a ם" דָ אָ הָ " is th e su b jec t an d ,"אֵת" as S h ekh in a , is th e direc t ob jec t, an d th u s th at

it is th e m an , th at dr iv es ou t S h ekh in a , ra th er th an God dr iv in g ou t m an . Y ou can learn m ore

abou t th is in Dan iel M att's Z oh ar : Pr itzker E dition , on page 297.



a ת אֵ a n d th e p e rso n a l p ro n o u n

P e rso n a l p ro n o u n s a re v e ry u se fu l. W e a lre a d y kn o w th e p e rso n a l

p ro n o u n s th a t ca n se rv e a s a su b je ct in a se n te n ce , b u t h o w d o w e g e t

w o rd s like "h im " o r "h e r?"

H e b re w is a "L e g o L a n g u a g e ." Y o u g e t d iffe re n t m e a n in g s b y

sta ckin g th in g s to g e th e r . O n e o f th e th in g s th a t ca n b e sta cke d o n to

a w o rd is so m e th in g ca lle d a "p ro n o m ia l su ffix ." I t 's k in d o f sim ila r to

h o w w e co n ju g a te v e rb s, b u t it w o rks w ith th in g s like n o u n s,

p re p o sitio n s a n d , sig n ifica n tly fo r u s, ת אֵ . H e re 's h o w it w o rks:

m e ת י+אֵ י=ִ תִ אוֹ

y o u  תְ אוֹ =  ְ + ת אֵ

y o u (f)  תָ אוֹ =  ָ + ת אֵ

h im ת אוֹתוֹ=וֹ+אֵ

h e r ת הּ+אֵ הּ=ָ תָ אוֹ

u s ת נוּ+אֵ וּ=ָ נ תָ אוֹ

y 'a ll ת ם+אֵ ם=כֶ כֶ תְ אֶ

y 'a ll (f) ת ן+אֵ ן=כֶ כֶ תְ אֶ

th e m ם+אֵת ם=ָ תָ אוֹ

th e m (f) ת ן+אֵ ן=ָ תָ אוֹ

S o ר מָ ׁש רַ עָ נָּ תהַ יִ בַּ הַ ־ ת אֶ , "th e y o u n g m a n g u a rd e d th e h o u se ," b e co m e s

רוּאה מַ ׁש אוֹתוָֹ , "H e g u a rd e d it."


